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brother of the corsair, was leaking badly. The damage must have
been great. He transferred as much of her cargo as he could to
other vessels and set her afire with 2000 hides and a lot of sugar and
ginger aboard. He scuttled her and left the port on April 24.

I learned a great many things in my intercourse with those accursed
people. I learned that the English (p. 8) lost 78 men killed in this city;
and they killed twelve of ours. I understood that between Santiago in
the Gape Verde islands and this city 350 gentlemen had died and many
more of the baser sort. The men were young and many were gentle-
men and had been soldiers in Flanders on His Majesty's pay.

I understood that when he left this harbour the heretic was some-
what at odds with the gentlemen and leaders and that both sides
were drawing up documents. Therefore, I understood, he was
laying his course straight for England and on the way would
attempt to take Havana. When he entered this city he fully intended
continuing to Panama and was prepared to do so. He desisted
because he had been detained here longer than he had anticipated and
feared the armada when he learned that it was coming from Spain in
search of him. While I was his hostage I heard the corsair say that he
was leaving the voyage to Panama for another occasion and that he
would lose no opportunity. Captain Nunez, a Peruvian half-breed and
a good seaman, was captured from the Englishman while he was here.

I understood that the Englishman brought much clothing with
him for the negroes of Vallano and that when the corsair was on the
isthmus he planned for this return. Further, I understood that he
had with him certain persons who were to put him into communica-
tion with the negroes and that he very much regretted to hear that
they were at peace with Spaniards.

Of the galleys there is nothing to say except that they were lost...

Document No. 23*
[Pedro Fernandez de Busto2 to the Audiencia at Panama,
Turbaco, March 12, 1586]
(p. i)                        Very Illustrious Sirs
I do not know how to begin to tell your lordship3 of my misfortune
and of the loss of Cartagena. I can only say that it must be God's
1 A. de L, 2-5-2/21, Patronato 266, 50-13. i pliego, copy, duplicated in 2 pliegos.
Gf. Gonzalez Palencia's edition of Gastellanos* Discurso, pp. 325 et seq.
* His Majesty's governor at Cartagena.          3 Gf. Document No. 8 antey n. 3.